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age, or a “babymoon” package for expect-
ant couples.

Families with children have package 
opportunities such as the Autumn Harvest 
Weekend; Father’s Day; and the Butter-
flies, Tots and Forget-Me-Knots program 
combining family entertainment events 
with separate adult and children-only 
programs. 

Dining is important to this family of 
innkeepers. “Our dining room, Juniper’s, 
no longer caters only to guests. Instead, we 
offer menu options designed with local res-
idents in mind,” says Jim of the menu that 

keeps the dining room filled night after 
night. As natural and organic fare become 
more popular, Juniper’s offerings reflect 
the wishes of health-conscious patrons. 

For the O’Reilly’s, the Northeast King-
dom and the Himalayas may have been 
equally attractive. But thanks to the Wild-
flower Inn, the Kingdom now has more to 
offer.       

Contact the Wildflower Inn at 2059 Darling Hill 
Rd., Lyndonville, VT 05851, 1-800-627-8310, 
www.wildflowerinn.com. Tony Lolli is a writer 

who lives in East Burke. 

Story by Tony LolliEscape in the Kingdom
The Wildflower Inn offers relaxation and activity 
in Vermont’s vast wilderness frontier.
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is not as exciting as building Hima-
layan suspension footbridges, but 

it’s a close second,” said Jim O’Reilly. Jim, 
his wife Mary, and father-in-law, Rich-
ard Downing, own the Wildflower Inn in 
Lyndonville. Following college, Jim joined 
the Peace Corps and served in Nepal. Pro-
fessional engineering assignments then 
sent him and Mary to many places. They 
thought: There must be a better way to 
make a living without uprooting their  
family every few years. But what to do?

Mary had grown up in Massachusetts. 
Her family converted the old East Burke 
Grange Hall into their ski lodge in 1976.  
“I knew Jim would love the area for its 
greenness, open spaces, and mountain 
views because it was similar to what he 
enjoyed about Nepal,” she says. In 1984 
they made the leap of faith and moved to 
Vermont.

In 1985 they opened the four-room 
Wildflower bed-and-breakfast in a con-
verted farmhouse. The family grew to 
eight children and the b-and-b evolved 
into a full-service inn. It now encompasses 
seven major buildings on 570 hilltop acres 
with incredible panoramic views to the 
east, north, and west. 

Up to 100 guests may choose from 24 
rooms and suites. Amenities include: a 
pool, tennis courts, batting cages, indoor 
and outdoor children’s play areas, sleigh 
and wagon rides, and flower gardens. The 
inn also has a resident wedding coordina-
tor, and an overall staff of 50. Nearby rec-
reational opportunities include cycling 
access to the well-known Kingdom Trails 
network of on- and off-road cycling. 

Packages focus on romance, golf, pam-
pering at the nearby Stepping Stone Spa 
and Wellness Center, Northeast Kingdom 
geotourism, a midweek explorer’s pack-
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Wildflower Inn is seven major buildings on 570 hilltop acres  

with incredible panoramic views to the east, north, and west.
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